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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS") in the above- 
referenced application, together with an IDC form listing all references cited and a copy of each 
reference. 

This IDS is being mailed within three months of filing of the above captioned 
application, if it is a national application, or within three months of entering, as set forth in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.491, the national stage of the above captioned application, if the above captioned 
application is an international application. Therefore, consideration of the IDS by the Patent and 
Trademark Office, without the payment of any additional fee, is believed to be due under 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.97(b). 



i 



09/857933 

JCflS Recti PCT/PTO J { M2fm 

PCT/EP99/09442 

Some of the references are neither in English nor cited in the accompanying English 
language version of a search report by another patent office, and therefore require a concise explana- 
tion of relevancy, as it is currently understood by the applicant, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3). 
This required explanation of relevancy is given in the specification of the above captioned 



application for the following references: 



Reference Identification 


Described in Specification at: 


EP 0 549 626 


Page 2, lines 5-8 


DE 36 37 836 


Page 2, lines 17-20 


DE 42 15 648 


Page 2, lines 28-30 


WO 91/08244 


Page 2, lines 38-40 


DE 25 58 653 


Page 3, lines 9-10 


DE 857 364 


Page 11, lines 15-18 


DE 42 09 325 


Page 23, lines 27-30 


DE 195 07 416 


Page 24, lines 1-4 


DEI 768 313 


Page 10, lines 20-23 


EPO 184 829 


Page 19, lines 38-39 
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